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our thought, the unfathomable depth of our consciousness,
which, even if it be the apex and throne of our being, can
be reached only by ceasing to think as well as ceasing to
act. Spinozism (and indeed all Monism) is the supreme
achievement and the necessary goal of pure Reason, intent
on the mysteries of life and compelled, by virtue of its
own nature, to refuse all repose until it can rest 6r dissolve
in a final and absolute vacuity. Mysticism, in the same
way, whether pessimistic or devotional or merely physical,
is the unfailing last term of such a survey, though it claims
to be purely intellectual. From the Western point of
view (which, I repeat, is only a prepossession of our mind,
and cannot be explained or defended with complete
success), "le Mysticisme c'est Tennerm." Ethics, re-
garded in the widest sense as the Science of the conduct
of life in Society, cannot look with equanimity at the
removal of all possible motive or stimulant to action.
As it confronted with defiance the arbitrary decrees of
Calvinism or the selfishness of a dissolute Court, so it
finds its duty to-day in combating, in the interests of
Practice, the tendencies of modern scientific, political,
humanitarian, religious Unification. The result is the
same in all such systems, whether the unity, of which we
are transient and unimportant manifestations, be a natural
Substance or a physical Law, or a Communistic State, or
the Life of the Race, or in Idealism, a single Spirit behind
the seeming variety of individual experience and thought.
In the two extreme views we are either the result of the
Law of substance, or the " organ of a reason " which is
not our own. In neither case are we what we thought
we were. But upon the prejudices and postulates of our
genuinely different soul-life has been built the structure
of European ethics and society, and we shall be obliged
in the end to revert to that region of Faith, wherein lies
the spring of benevolent activities, and desert the supposed
discoveries of Pure Reason ; for therein lies stagnation
and lethargy not merely of action but in the end of
thought itself.